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North Korea's Diplomatic Policy during the
Vietham War Era

Kim, Jin Hwan
(Konkuk University, The Institute of the Humanities for Unification)

With the normalization of the diplomatic relation between Korea
and Japan in 1965, the Korean-AmericanjJapanese triangle alliance,
which had been America’s long<cherished desire, was completed, On
the contrary, the socialist camp began to walk the road of division
and conflict because of deepened conflicts between China and
U.S.S.R. In this situation, North Korea was required to put more
resources and efforts in order to stand against the Korean-American-
Japanese triangle alliance, If the U.S. won the Vietnam War, North
Korean insecurity could become even worse. To North Korea, the
Vietham War was not merely a war between ‘Fighting Vietnam
people” and “American imperialists,” To the country, participation in
the Vietnam War was inevitable ultimately in order to prevent
security threat to be imposed upon North Korea.

The Vietnam War in the mid 1960s, like the Korean War in the
past, developed into confrontation between the socialist camp and
the capitalist camp, North Korea played a leading role in promoting
the socialist camp’s “joint struggle against imperialism” and took the
initiative in dispatching combat troops, Contrary to North Korea’s
expectation or wish, however, the division of the socialist camp
grew deeper. In contrast, Japanese militarism showed a sign of
resurrection, and entering the 1970s, North Korea lowered its voice
in urging the socialist camp to stand together against imperialism,

and pressed strongly Asian revolutionary peoples to wage joint
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battles against imperialism and against the U.S. and Japan,

In the early stage of the Vietnam War, on the other hand, North
Korea expected a high mood of revolution in South Korea through
the medium of antiwar consciousness in Korea, However, the
expected antiwar movement did not take place in South Korea, and
rather its adventurist military actions lowered the possibility of
revolution in South Korean, As a result, North Korea changed its
line to conversation with Park Chunghee’s government, As the U.S,
forces were fully withdrawn from Vietnam in March 1973, North
Korea demanded a peace treaty with the U.S. and the full
withdrawal of the U.S. forces in Korea on the ground of the anti-
foreign-power provision in the 7/4 South-North Korea Joint
Communique, the full withdrawal of the U.S. forces from Vietnam,

etc,

Key Words
Korean-American-Japanese triangle alliance, conflicts between China
and U.S.S.R, joint struggle against imperialism, Vietnam War, revolution

in South Korea
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